Oregon Workers’ Compensation Division Rulemaking Calendar
OAR chapter 436 — Recent, Pending, and Anticipated Activity CY 2026
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HB 4040 removes the 180-day limit that nurse
practitioners or physician associates may provide
compensable medical services without a referral from an
attending physician. It also removes the 180-day limit that
nurse practitioners or physician associates may authorize
temporary disability benefits. It includes nurse practitioner
in the definition of attending physician and allows
physician associates and nurse practitioners to make
findings of impairment. Finally, HB 4040 permits a
physician associate or nurse practitioner to remain a
worker’s attending physician after claim closure. The bill
declares an emergency and takes effect on its passage.

Revised 4/8/2026

Questions? Contact Marie Rogers, rules coordinator, (971) 286-0316;

marie.a.rogers@dcbs.oregon.gov
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HB 4040 removes the 180-day limit that nurse
practitioners or physician associates may provide
compensable medical services without a referral from an
attending physician. It also removes the 180-day limit that
nurse practitioners or physician associates may authorize
temporary disability benefits. It includes nurse practitioner
in the definition of attending physician and allows
physician associates and nurse practitioners to make
findings of impairment. Finally, HB 4040 permits a
physician associate or nurse practitioner to remain a
worker’s attending physician after claim closure. The bill
declares an emergency and takes effect on its passage.

WCD is compiling a list of issues to address (e.g. greater
transparency regarding the social security disability offset,
insurer responsibilities). Projected effective date: 1/1/2027

This rulemaking, and any rule amendments, are resultant
of HB 2800 (2025), WCD’s bill to modernize the worker
leasing statutes. Operative date 7/1/27.

The Department will announce the Workers’ Benefit Fund
assessment rate for calendar year 2025. Hearing for 2027

rate to take place Sept. 2026, if the rate will change. If any
change is to take place, the change will be effective 1/1/27

Revised 4/8/2026

Questions? Contact Marie Rogers, rules coordinator, (971) 286-0316;

marie.a.rogers@dcbs.oregon.gov
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